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 I look back fondly on my summers both as a child and as a classroom teacher.  I felt this was the time of year to just 

celebrate, be out in nature, share joyful experiences, and let loose and be flexible.  In our summer planning professional 

development sessions, we try to remind teachers of summer experiences they enjoyed as children and create what may be 

possible for the children who stay in their programs year-round.  Here are a few ideas to set you on your way! 

One idea that I used every summer was to designate each day of the week as something special.  So, you might come 

in and find our routine highlighted with the following days: 

Monday:    Happy Face Day—a great day to come in and find a surprise.  It was a day that celebrated the unusual, the fun, the 

exciting things that happen maybe for a moment or for a week or longer! 

Tuesday:  Science and Nature Day—obviously a day where we explored some activity related to science and nature—hatching, 

growing, experimenting, just plain getting OUTSIDE.  Certainly, those of us in the DMV (DC, Maryland, and Virginia) have been 

dealing with the 17-year cicadas!!  Adopt a tree, watch the clouds, BE OUTSIDE! 

Wednesday:   THE ARTS Celebration Day—each week we celebrated a kind of music with singing, dancing, drama and all of the 

amazing arts that surround us in our neighborhoods and in our lives.    

Thursday:  When I worked with older children we did, Pretend Going to Kindergarten Day—this day we did activities where the 

oldest children going on to kindergarten did activities.  I would collect different types of paperwork samples from local 

kindergartens to use as some of the work.   This was done with fun in mind and also just giving a hint of what is to come in a 

relaxed fashion. Or I designed activities from a source called Anti-Coloring Books®. 

Cooking Day—This day we tried making food or tried different foods.  We took a trip to the wharf, we collected seasonal fruits 

to try out, and had a watermelon blast!  Yes, this still may be a challenge at this time—yet cooking experiences where children 

PARTICIPATE are just so much fun. 

Friday:   Field Trip/Swimming/Special Event or Visitor Day 

Stating the obvious, either we went somewhere or had someone come to us. Again, we still have many restrictions—yet my 

mindset is what CAN we do---with maybe a focus on the Special Events. 

 We have many, many more ideas to share and hope in the future you attend a session with us or book us to come to 

you!  One thing I loved doing with my children were the SPECIAL DAYS or EVENTS.  And many were chosen based on ‘real 

events’ or ‘funny events’ from resources that I would find when I was teaching.  For example, if you have never seen the 

website: BrownieLocks.com, or EveryDayisSpecialblogspot.com, check them out for a variety of ideas. 

 Here are a few of my favorites for Summer 2021: 

WNBA games, The Commissioners Cup and the All-Star Game.  Fans still are not totally permitted, nor are Camp Days 

happening, yet wow, follow the teams!  Yes, I am a Washington Mystics Fan.  SO many great activities you can do around these 

games, the sport, the athletes: WNBA.  

The Tokyo Olympics.  At this time the Olympics of 2021 are to start in July.  Here is a resource to get you started: 

KidsWorldTravelGuide.com.  Think of ALL that can be shared around these games, the cultures, the athletes and so much 

more! 
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CREATING SPECIAL DAYS AND CELEBRATIONS 

When I taught and now many programs, I work with choose special days and celebrations from events that are on calendars, 

both those that are just fun as well as real and meaningful.  Here are a few ideas programs are using this summer. 

JUST PLAIN FUN! 

June is National Zoo and Aquarium Month.  Not many of us can take field trips to a zoo or aquarium yet what interesting 

EXPERIENCES can you design around the animals and creatures who live in those places?  It goes beyond reading a book—one 

teacher had a projection of the Monterey Bay Aquarium running all day on her wall, with blue green crepe paper hanging from 

the ceiling so children could visit, document, notice and ask questions about what they saw swimming by!  ASK about bringing 

the workshop on “Creating Experiences” to your program! 

June 11th is Robert Munsch’s Birthday!  If you have NOT read the so very humorous books by Robert Munsch, it is time to grab 

them and READ!  Celebrate with laughter and children’s humor when you read, Paper Bag Princess or Too Much Stuff!  His 

stories are also on tape. 

Another June 11th Celebration can be Premiere of the Movie E.T.!  “This science fiction film is about a friendly extraterrestrial 

creature stranded on Earth and the children who help him to re-establish contact (“Phone home!”) with his spaceship so he 

can go home. It was hugely popular and still hovers near the tops of lists of best films, best science-fiction films, and even best 

movie quotes.”  This is a time we can study and celebrate aliens as friends and maybe break the tradition of them being scary 

or dangerous! 

SPECIAL AND MEANINGFUL 

June is LGTBQ (Lesbian, Gay, Transgender, Bi, Queer) Pride Month.   This month honors the 1969 Stonewall uprising.  

Celebrations occur all month long with a wide variety of events.  Children in your classroom may have gay parents or family 

members who are celebrating with them this month. When we think about inclusion, diversity and equity, considering how we 

honor, notice, are inclusive, and celebrate with others who mark important dates is important. It can be a challenge depending 

on the school where you teach, so consider how anti-bias curriculum can be brought to your program.  Two resources in 

helping in your program (and there are many) include studying the book, Anti-Bias Education for Young Children and Ourselves 

newly published in 2020. An additional resource is Teaching for Change with resources and so much more.  We do professional 

development on Ant-Bias Curriculum, Diversity, Equity and Social Justice.  Ask us what we can do for with your program. 

Juneteenth.  Each year around June 19, Black communities across the country unite for a family reunion of sorts. Juneteenth 

activities feature the sights and sounds of Blackness: People enjoying art, music and food that connect them to a shared 

ancestry and history. They celebrate being their authentic selves. They celebrate freedom in both solemn and festive 

ceremonies.    This celebration marks a day in 1865 when enslaved Texans learned they’d be free—two months after Robert E. 

Lee surrendered and ended the Civil War and two and a half years after President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation 

Proclamation. Initially a uniquely Texan observance, Juneteenth has now been recognized in some form in every corner of the 

country.  There are many ways to teach students about this celebration. Lessons about Juneteenth need to recognize the 

challenges those who fight injustice have always faced, but they shouldn’t be marked only by the tragedy of enslavement. 

Students, particularly Black students, can find empowerment in the jubilant celebrations of culture, activism and the humanity 

of a people: Learning for Justice.  Additional resource: 17 Ways to Celebrate Juneteenth With Kids,  

AND JULY has upcoming Teddy Bear Picnic Day on July 10th and National Ice Cream Day on July 18th.  Think of all the 

experiences and celebrating you can do around those two days! 

Look for many more creative ideas around fun celebrations and traditions you can establish in your program.  My summer 

tradition was “Creek Days” as my school was near a creek and we went walking, exploring and learning about one section of 

the creek every week! 
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